decorating the first mantelpiece with two precious examples of porcelain, specimens of Derby bisque. The year 1884 saw "the registration of Sunlight.35 In the year 1894 Lever Brothers floated themselves as a company. The year 1904 was a time of un-exampled progress. The year 1914 was conspicuous * for a record royal visit; soon after which every business, large or small, had to take stock of a new world because of the Great War. And now, in 1924, Lord Leverhulme looks around him, more keenly bent than ever on new campaigns; looking forward with all the fuller zest because a^ fresh and mighty spurt seems always possible, in every year that has a " four " in it.
Much, indeed, has happened to bring Lord Leverhulme into prominence in this period—this long, eventful period which cannot for any mystical or other reason be fitted to the sacred number "four." He is actually in the sixth decade of his most strenuous activity. I hope that he and I may forgather in his eighth decade; and even then I do not expect to see him on crutches.
Let me now pursue, with circumspection, and yet, I hope, with introspection, the windings of this long life. I am sure there was a time when Lord Leverhulme did not dream of a peerage. And yet he has always been something of a dreamer. His dreams, I think, always had a humanitarian tinge. His temperament has always been one open to artistic claims. He speaks of such influences as being his inspiration and his stimulus. Certainly many of his dreams have taken visible shape. In considering the development of his own ideas, he
will   readily   confess   that  these  have   greatly* ex-
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